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1 John 3:1-3 “See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him.   2Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is.  3And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.”
                                                                                                                                                   When things are going good in our lives, it’s easy to take everything for granted. We tend to forget about the past, and make the same mistakes, or even new ones.                                    

We tend to not be very good students of history. Not surprisingly, those mistakes also have a direct influence on the future. They can lead to difficult consequences, but nobody ever thinks about the future consequences when things are going great and you’re caught up in the moment.  


On the other hand, when life goes south; when things get difficult and suffering enters into the picture, thoughts of the past and the future tend to come flooding in. 

We think about the better days to come. We tell ourselves that things will get better, and that we should trust in the Lord instead of leaning on our own understanding. 

It can be very easy to get overwhelmed by all the pain and suffering that is a part of everyday life in this fallen and sinful world.  

Our drive, our desire to keep pushing forward can be tested. Even the faith of a “good Christian” can fall victim to present sufferings and tribulations. It happens all the time.

It is because of this ever-present danger—the danger of losing faith—that St. John wrote his Epistles to the Christians and their congregations who were experiencing the trials, tribulations, and sufferings of being faithful Christian’s in a very unfaithful and dark world. 

No matter what suffering we may have to endure for the moment. Our Good Shepherd, the one who laid down his life for us, has risen from the dead and now is walking alongside us, guiding us and keeping us safe us as we travel through the wilderness of this world. 



We have a Good Shepherd who is with us in our suffering and who takes care of us in the midst of it. He cared so much that he himself suffered and died for us; the Good Shepherd laid down his life for the sheep. Our Shepherd calls his own sheep by name. 


1 John 3:1, John reminds of the love the Father has already given us; the love that made us His children.  

John emphasizes the future joy of the resurrection; he writes in verse 2: “What we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him.” John reminds the people of the present. “Beloved, we are God’s children now.”

As baptized children of God, we have a present-tense joy, peace and blessed assurance that surpasses all human understanding.  How often do we fail to recognize and rejoice in the joy and peace and truth of the Lord in our present lives; in our very midst.

We live in a fallen and sinful world. The world looks at us and continues to mock us and persecute us. 


As baptized and redeemed children of God, we are saints right now! All those Beatitude declarations of blessedness are present-tense realities. We are “blessed” by God right now!  

The Good Shepherd makes us lie down in green pastures, and lead us to still waters. He restores our soul, and leads us in paths of righteousness.

Ours IS the kingdom of heaven, right now. God is reigning and ruling right now! We know that on Judgment Day all this wickedness and misery will come to an end.

And yet we struggle with our faith. But our focus should be on the Cross—That is Jesus ruling over sin, death, and the devil. That is Jesus triumphing. “It is finished!” Jesus has already won, and it is here, present tense in His means of grace; His Word and Sacraments. 

The Good Shepherd continues to reign and rule and triumph in the midst of this fallen and sinful world.  It is here—in and through these means of grace—that our triumphant Lord Christ continues to bestow the fruits of His blood-bought victory to us in the present.  




Do you think things might be different if people could actually see (or at least understand and believe) what’s going on here?  

The reason the world doesn’t know us is because it doesn’t know Christ Jesus. 

At times we struggle with uncertainty, and doubt and despair. It can be easy to wander away or lose hope when we start to feel the weight of the crosses we bear. It is easy to get caught up in worldly ways and worldly ideals. 

1 John 2:15-17 “The world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever.”

The time to repent is now and look to the Cross. Jesus died—for you! Jesus rose—for you! 

The water and blood that flowed from Christ’s side at his crucifixion, continues to flow to you in the present in order to give you peace and joy and forgiveness and everlasting life.  

Baptized into Christ, God sees you as completely covered in the blood-soaked baptismal robes of Christ’s perfect righteousness.  

Baptized into Christ, our heavenly Father looks to us and sees Christ.  He sees His “holy ones.” Through the baptismal washing of water and the Word, God has made you holy and righteous in His sight. You have been adopted into God’s holy household.  

Through faith, you have the ever-present joy and peace of knowing that you have already been declared “holy” in God’s eyes.  


Revelation 7:14 -17 “These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb 16They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat.  17For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of living water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”  

You stand before God right now, holy and righteous in His sight, not because you’ve earned it with anything you have done, but because Christ Jesus earned it for you in His death and resurrection.  



No matter what this world throws at you, you belong to Christ, the Good Shepherd, The Lord of heaven and earth, continues to come to you, to comfort you and assure you, to dry your tears, to nourish you, and to shelter you with His presence. 


John 10:3-4  “The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.  4When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice.”  

It is here that He calls you to the foot of His throne; to His feast table, where angels, archangels, and all the company of heaven are gathered.  

As the Good Shepherd, He gives you his body and blood to eat and drink, for the forgiveness of all your sin; for the peace that surpasses all understanding. 

Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. Here is God’s free and unmerited gift of salvation in the flesh… for you. “See what kind of love the Father has given to us.” See and rejoice!  


Rejoice and give thanks to God for the saints of the past; give thanks for the future bliss that awaits us and all the saints in resurrection glory in heaven… but don’t lose sight of the blessedness and holiness that is ours right now.

John 10:9-10   9I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture.  10The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.


1 John 3:2-3 “Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is.  3And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.”

Rejoice with all the saints—in heaven and on earth—for you are blessed (present-tense) and yours is (present-tense) the kingdom of heaven. 

May this Christ-centered, ever-present reality Good Shepherd, guard and keep your hearts and minds in Him, now and into all eternity.  AMEN.


