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Today, on the sixth Sunday of Easter we also celebrate Mother’s Day. We give thanks to all our mother’s, the ones with us, and those who have gone to heaven. We can think of the wonderful gift they are and how much they have meant to us in our lives.

Mothers are a wonderful treasure from God – God the Father has also given us “His dearest treasure.” His only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ – who, in turn, gives us ANOTHER treasure – the Holy Spirit. And God the Holy Spirit, in turn, gives us all the treasures of the Kingdom of God. 

Speaking of the treasures of Holy Scripture, did you hear what Jesus says to you today? In verse 15: “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” [Confirmands] Do you love Jesus? Absolutely, of course! Do you “keep [His] commandments”? Well, that’s another story. 

You know that you have broken His commandments – you have done what you “shall not” do – and you’ve left undone those things you “shall” do. But that doesn’t mean that you don’t love Jesus. When He says “keep my commandments” – we think He means “obey them.” 


If that’s all He means, then it is *game over* (for all of us). Rather, the word Jesus uses actually means “to keep, watch over, guard, hold, preserve something, pay attention to, don’t lose” – or, as I would like to suggest, “to treasure.” Psalm 1 says, “Blessed is the man who … delights in the law of the Lord.” 

One can DELIGHT in and treasure “the law of the Lord” even without perfect obedience. We treasure it because it teaches us how to live – in FAITH towards God, and in LOVE toward our fellow man. 

That is how the Christian lives. We delight in God’s law because it teaches us what is GOOD for us, and for our neighbor. 

But the Christian also lives by faith in God – trusting that God does not love us ONLY IF we are obedient, or ONLY WHEN we do this or that—but that He loves us fully, for Jesus’ sake. That is to say – we treasure all the gifts that God gives to us. 

In our text for today, Jesus gives this promise to His disciples in verse 16:: “And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper.” 







Jesus is our Helper – and yet, He promises “another Helper” – the Holy Spirit. Jesus is the Savior – the One in whom the debt of all your sin is paid.

The One in whom you have the assurance of the resurrection of your body on the Last Day. The One in whom you already have eternal life. 


In Christ – “it is finished!” So why “another Helper” – why send the Holy Spirit? “To be with you forever.” “[To] dwell with you.” He is “the Spirit of Truth” – helping you who live in the midst of lies, and deceit, and falsehood. 

The world does not know, or have, the Holy Spirit – therefore, it does not know or have the Son or the Father. In other words, the world doesn’t know what to do with your sins. The world doesn’t know what happens when a person dies. 


The world has its own gods, and truths, that it tells you to worship and follow. You, however, know and have the Holy Spirit – because this great treasure was given to you in Holy Baptism. 

You know the Truth of God because the Holy Spirit lives and dwells in you – and therefore, you know and believe in the Son and the Father.

Verse 18: “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you,” Jesus promises. An orphan is one who has been left all alone. 

We are not created to live solitary, lonely lives – we are created to live in communion with others – those whom God has placed around us - in our families, our congregation, and our communities. 


So why does Jesus even bring up this idea of being “orphans” to His disciples? He says that He is leaving – but where is He going – and when, and how, will He “come to you”? 

Jesus speaks these words on the night in which He was betrayed. He is going to the cross to die, and be buried. 

His disciples will SEE HIM when He is raised to life again on the third day – but then forty days later He will ascend into heaven (to sit at the right hand of God the Father almighty). They will SEE HIM no more. But notice what Jesus says. 






Verse 19: “The world will see me no more, but YOU will see me.” Because YOU have been given the Holy Spirit – you see Jesus with the eyes of faith. 

You SEE that which is true. You BELIEVE His promise to be “with you always, even unto the end of the age.”

All that the Father has sent His Son to do is coming to a head. Jesus says, “Because I live, you also will live.” 

Because Jesus has been raised to life – that means that all your sin is forgiven. Because Jesus lives, YOU live – and in Him – you NOW live in communion with the Father and the Holy Spirit. 


You have Christ’s commandments and you “keep” them – delighting in and treasuring them. You love Jesus Christ, and are loved by God the Father – and as Jesus promises – He will “manifest” Himself to you. 

When we live apart from God, we do so to our own condemnation, where sorrow will be the least of our concerns, for we, apart from Christ, will be in a place where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth—in the fires of hell.
God’s Word tells us to repent of our evil deeds and evil ways, and live in the forgiveness His Son Jesus has won for us on the Cross through his death and resurrection.
Even though we as sinners often speak and act as if we are apart from the Lord, we can take comfort that the Lord is still near us, that He is in fact with us even now. 

That’s what the Holy Spirit does – He manifests Jesus to you. He “helps” you by teaching you and bringing to your remembrance all that Jesus has done for you – more than that – He reveals what Jesus is doing for you right here, and right now. 

Jesus, our Immanuel, is with us today in His Word.  Yet we do not see Him, but by faith we behold Him, for we walk by faith and not by sight.  
Jesus, the Bridegroom is with His bride, the Church, whom He has cleansed with His blood, making her presentable to God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.  Behold, He who makes all things new has made us new.  
He made us new at our Baptism, and in our living our Baptism, as the Old Adam in us drowns and dies each day in all sins and evil desires and as the new man daily emerges and arises to live before God in righteousness and purity forever.  




He makes us new in the forgiveness of sins, which is an extension of our Baptism. He made us new this morning at the beginning of Divine Service.  Our risen Lord is with us in His body and blood, with His forgiveness upon our lips.  
Behold, He who has made us new—will make us new again at the resurrection of the body on the Last Day, when He will raise all the dead, and give eternal life to us and all believers in Christ. 
Whatever sorrow we have for our not being in heaven, in God’s kingdom of glory, will turn to joy as the Lord has claimed us as His own and will gather us to Himself on the Last Day. 
As the Lord says in in John 16:22 “So also you have sorrow now, but I will see you again and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you.” 

The disciples were in sorrow, for the Lord’s body lay in the tomb, and they saw Him not. But their sorrow turned to joy when they saw the risen Lord, who gave them His peace.  
You are not orphans; you are not all alone. The Father, Son and Holy Spirit will come to you, and live in communion with you – so that you may live in communion with Him for all eternity. This is most certainly true. 

The peace of God which passes all understanding, guards your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
