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                                                                                                                                        In the Epistle and Gospel readings for today, we have hope for the Future and a Present Priesthood” It is good to have hope. Hope is faith facing the future. We need something to look forward to. Otherwise, we lose heart, we get depressed, and our hopelessness paralyzes us. 

So, we need hope for the future, in order to function well in the present. And really, we need hope for the big future, the eternal future. 

Because the reality is, at some point, we are all going to die. The wages of sin is death. Do you have a hope that can deal with that? A sure hope, a certain hope? 


This life is short and full of tribulation and will end in death for every one of us. We need a hope that reaches beyond the grave. How can we deal with that discouragement, the prospect of death looming before us?

The disciples were dealing with discouragement and lack of hope as we meet them in the Holy Gospel for today. It’s a night when Jesus, their master, had told them some troubling things. 

He had said to the disciples in John 13, “One of you will betray me.” He told them he was going away: “Where I am going you cannot come.” “Where I am going you cannot follow me now.” clearly, this was troubling and confusing to the disciples.

So, in order to give them hope, Jesus tells them these words in verses 1-4: “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. And you know the way to where I am going.”


Troubled hearts. Jesus is going away. But that’s not the end of the story. Jesus calls them to faith, faith in God, faith in Jesus himself, as the one sent from the Father, sent to do the Father’s will. 

Jesus speaks peace to troubled hearts by pointing his disciples to where he is going and what he will be doing there. He is going to his Father’s house, as he puts it, and he is going there to prepare a place for all those who believe in him and follow him.






Jesus is going to his Father’s house, preparing a place for us, and he will bring us there, to be with him, for all eternity. This is the hope Jesus gives his disciples. His going away is really for their benefit. And he says to them, “you know the way to where I am going.”


But now this raises some questions. Thomas starts: “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” This whole going-away business was still troubling the disciples. 

It was still shrouded in mystery for them. It would be for us too; except we get to look at it because we know how the story unfolds.

We know where Jesus was going that night–and the next day. That was the night our Lord was betrayed, arrested, and put on trial. 

And the next morning he would be delivered over to Pilate, condemned to death, and handed over to be crucified. 

The way to the Father’s house runs through the cross. Jesus came to do his Father’s will, and that will is that he, the only Son of God, would die for the sins of the whole world. Here is the greatest service, and the greatest sacrifice ever made.


John 15:3: “Greater love hath no man than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.” That is what Christ our Savior has done for us. 

He laid down his holy innocent life, willingly, so that the penalty for our rebellion against God–death under God’s judgment–would be paid by him, not us. Jesus takes the death that otherwise would strike us down.

Jesus emerges from this battle victorious, having defeated our enemies for us. Sin, death, devil–defeated, conquered by our divine Champion! Christ’s resurrection on Easter Day is the proof. 

Our Savior still bears in his glorified body the wounds by which he won our salvation, the marks in his feet, hands, and side. The way to the Father runs through the cross.


We need a hope that reaches beyond the grave. The good news is, we have it! Christ Jesus conquered the grave for us and gives us the hope of eternal life. “We rejoice in hope of the glory of God.” 






As we grow old, we can look forward to Physical ailments, emotional wounds, discouragement–these are the afflictions that we face in this life. 

But Jesus speaks hope to troubled hearts: “In my Father’s house are many rooms. . .. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also.”

We are looking forward to a place much grander and more glorious than our home here. With the sure hope that only Jesus gives, we look forward to our home in heaven, in our Father’s house. 

Jesus is preparing that place for us. And Christ will come again and take us to himself, that where he is, we will also be, forever. This is our hope for the future.

And this hope for the future arms us and strengthens us for the present. It enables us to carry out our calling in the here and now. A “holy priesthood.” 


A priesthood? Yes, you and I are called to be a holy priesthood. This language is in today’s Epistle from 1 Peter 2. There Peter says that “we as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house “to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”

“A holy priesthood,” that’s who we are. And you don’t have to be a pastor to be part of this priesthood. No, you were brought into this priesthood at your baptism. There God put his name on you. 

There you were made holy, you were set apart to belong to God alone, set apart for his service. That’s what priests are, that’s what priests do. The Old Testament priests were consecrated, set apart, holy to the Lord, and dedicated to his service.

God’s treasured possession, a chosen people, a “holy priesthood.” Notice, this is the very same language that Peter uses and applies to us now as the church. 

In 1 Peter 2:9 we read: “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.” 

Yes, we are a holy priesthood, a royal priesthood, dedicated to the service of our king, Jesus Christ. 

And because of Christ’s complete sacrifice for sin, now you and I offer up our sacrifices in service to the Lord. 






As Peter says, we “offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” What are these sacrifices? These are our prayers and praises and thanksgivings to God. 

These sacrifices occur as “we proclaim the excellencies of him who called us out of darkness into his marvelous light.” 

When we sing our hymns, when we have our Prayer of the Church, when we confess the faith to one another and bear witness to the world, we are offering up spiritual sacrifices as the holy priesthood. 


When we carry out our vocations in the world, however humble they may be–grandfather, grandmother, father, mother, son daughter, teacher, nurse, admin assistant, or whatever you were called to do.

When we carry out our various vocations with faith in God and in service to our neighbor, we are doing priestly, God-pleasing work. And these sacrifices are pleasing to God because of what Christ has done for us.


Dear friends, today embrace your identity as the people of God. We are a holy priesthood, set apart to belong to God, dedicated to his service, offering up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 

And we have a sure hope to strengthen us for this service. A hope for the future enlivens us as we carry out our calling in life. 

We have the peace of the Lord which passes all understanding.

We have hope for the future and a present priesthood: In Christ Jesus, that’s what we have. Amen

